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BEST TEACHING PRACTICES CONFERENCE

TECHNOLOGY BASED INNOVATIVE TEACHING STRATEGIES

TOPIC: ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
LEVEL: PRIMARY

“English has become the medium of all relevantalaoteractions and the ability to use English etffely
is considered an absolute essential for honoradidtemce.”

Keeping this in mind, the teaching of English asrsguage has now become one of the most important
subjects in primary schools. The changing trendseanerging technologies has brought along the teeed
establish clear objectives that are different ® dhes traditionally assigned. Primary school teexhave

to adopt an innovative approach as the age of Hikeren make the teaching of formal aspects not
advisable. In order to effectively train and prepdearners for the appropriate use of the language,
innovative and interesting methods need to be adbat this initial levelAn innovative classroom is the
computerized classroom that brings in new methddsteraction such as the use online and downloaded
content and instantly marked exercises. These typastivities accompanied by PowerPoint presenmati
help enhancing Education through Technololging such tech based activities for reading, piagar
topics, discussion in class, language exercisesingrtasks, comprehension and vocabulary exercises
helps learners to enlarge vocabulary, forces tteemfer unknown words from the context, developairth
writing and speaking skills in creative way andafly enriches their cultural awareness also. Proper
development of language skills involves the develept of the four most important and effective skill
that are listening, speaking, reading and writing.

1.Listening Skills q

Listening is the language skill that the learnessally find most difficult as it needs more concatibn
than any other activity. So, in order to inculcgt®d listening skills the importance is given to -

- First prepare the learners for listening and engutinat they understand wha
is being said. In order to help the learners, gbtlyy predict what is being said,
thelistening activities are accompanied by visudlsis helps to improve their
concentration also, as they get totally engrossedlating the two.

- Repeated listeningp the same text is encouraged to ensure thay &aely gets an opportunity to
complete the task assigned. Various resourcessee 0 arouse learners’ interest by involving
them at different levels.



- The age of information technology and the Intermgén new possibilities for
language instructions. Learners listen to a reabrie downloaded sound file
through theuse of internet and | Podmd answer the questions related to the
text they hear. Learners’ sometimes are assignaditias like filling up the
blanks after listening to a song or rhyme.

- Pod castingprovides a means of publishing audio programs k& Ihternet. It can be easily
downloaded onto the computers and transferredetd Bods.

- Stories have always played a significant role iitdcén's growth. Stories

not only help in stimulating children's imaginatiand understanding of 97‘.‘, . s

the world, but also in developing children's langgiaability and M 'f‘__

appreciating literature .The primary reason to ssaytelling by the &= '.EJ';. p=r

teacher in the classroom is that stories raotivating and immensely .= = _
interesting, can best attract listsnif they are accompanied by enactment and fughemote
communication. Secondly, stories an@rmous language treasure. The lively atmosphete
real life environment created byrigt® encourages the students to concentrate ntgueornotes
discussing with each other.

- So, the main focus is given to enhance the listgskills by comprising such innovative activities.

2. Speaking Skills

Speaking is the kind of skill in which the earl@age of listening plays a very important role.itAselps
learners to get familiar with the words and theythms, sounds, pronunciations.

- So, the speaking activities concentrate on mininparticipation from the learners’ side, and
ratherencourage mimickingn learners part, of the text they hear. Thesesyd activities helps
the learners have a grasp on the sounds, vocatandrpronunciation.

- Recitation of rhymes, poems and singing of squlggs an important role here.Various online site
are referred that assist the learners with insgtrast graphics and video clips on the pronunciation
of individual vowels and consonants, as well asdvexamples in audio format. It also allows
learners to record their own pronunciations.

- Variousoffline PowerPoint presentatioase also used to emphasis the homophones angaiini
distinctions.

- Further the group activities and play way methoddike telephonic
conversations and spinning a stagicourages the learners to speak a
manipulate the text under guidance of the teacher.




- Some speaking activities likgroup interactionsnvolve encouraging the learners to speak by
providing a real reason for the learner to ask tijmes or to give some informatio.ongue
twisters and mini pair distinctioare the commonly used activities to arouse thenkrat interest.

3. Reading Skills

- In order to make Reading task less tedious fotghmers’, main
stress is given to make the text interesting. Bismn about the
text along with the illustrations and visuals asedito stimulate
the interest of the learners before they beginingad

- The text is chosen according to their level smasbduse their interest to find out something they
do not already know.

- One can hardly deny the usefulnesge#ding English newspapeirs the
process of learning. The electronic papers are fgedeading, preparing
topics, discussion in class, language exercisasingtasks, comprehension
and vocabulary exercis@sorder to trigger interest in reading.

- The Internet reading activity builds on studerggiding skills helps them to
enlarge vocabulary, forces them to infer unknowrrdgofrom the context,
develops their writing and speaking skills and lfin@nriches their cultural
awareness

- Various activities like downloading a suitable edifrom the internet giving it to the learners
after deleting some of the words fill in the blanks and jumbling up the paragragbr the
students to reorder can be given to arouse intaresading.

- Group activities likenteractive branching story which readers canf
make their own choices about what will happen regtalso taken in
the class.Quizzes are also embedded in the reading process
improve the concentration level. For students, seeding activities
are a great chance to improve their reading skilswell as enrich
their vocabulary. st

- By referring to sites likéagic Keys and children's digital libratg the chlldren Efforts are taken
to foster more practice in reading English outdide classroom and finding enough variety of
materials so all students can read something taeyoderstand.

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S DIGITAL LIBRARY|
A Library for the World's Children

C{ﬂ oren's Stor;gbooks

Online

Thustrated children's stories
for kids rn{

- In the last few years, the availability of chlldrzerand young adult Ilterature on the Internet has
exploded and these resources will continue to grotive future.




4. Writing Skills

- Since learners at this level are not capable airngritext from scratchwriting activitiesinvolves
providing themwith helping text and simple clues which they can base their own efforts.

- Starting from thalictation wordsand phrases, tariting short paragraphabout themselves or
about very familiar topics various interesting witigés are taken up to motivate learners to write.

- Picture Compositiongnd creative writing are the most commo .
activities to enhance the writing skills.

- Online gamedike Paragraph Puncthat guide learners step by step through the whiaeess of
writing a passage are also introduced to the ¢taasouse their interest.

- Writing activities based on videos and illustrati@ezompanied by explanations and instructions
helps the learners to relate and hence make thetaser at the initial level.

- Students are sometimes asked to create their omplesistories in English, possibly with
illustrations.

- These activities, using interactive and innovatigehniques proves to be highly effective in
eliciting creative, fluent and remarkably expressiwriting.

Recapitulation

Remembering what is being learnt is equally impurts understanding the new concepts. So, thewevie
and recycling of new language items is given equiatiportance as students forget the majority ofrthe
lesson shortly after class. To avoid this it becemmandatory to follow rehearsal. This idea suggtsts
learners review new words shortly after they amsented, and then at increasingly longer interviads.
promote thisvord power games and dictatioare taken at regular intervals. Teachers might eomsider
doing a quick review of words and phrases whichewiatroduced just a short while ago in the lesson.
These revisions can best be pursued by organizingcompetitive and motivating vocabulary games and
activities like

Pictionary, Bingo Dumb Sharads and Scrambled lettensd many
I g — [ ® (2T more
[ IOl ol = /3
-'.-'E?— z = ? *'- - @ | :! eiplcn
A A
)9 - - - = J 3, ohbo
| . . 4, hergeta
1

F = 5. duntame

These games accompanied by regular reading antivereaiting actually help in enhancing the langaag
skills further.



To conclude, it can be said that the age of teadgyphas open new possibilities for language insivac
and helps learners have access to innovative aedegsting ways of learning. It is both students and
teachers that find such teaching strategies of imbeeest.

Practical Implementation

Using Play Way method to introduce

Theatre presentation
consonants and vowels.

— Group Discussions to improve conversation skills
Dramatization P P
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Interactive learning through Class participation

Show and Tell

Enhancing Listening skills using Technology

Poem Recitation

Learning by doing. Improvisation to improve speaking skills
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